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The unique Servant of Bahd ('Abdu'l-Bahd), made such by the Will

of God, Who c When He willeth aught, saith " Be!" and it is1';
A King to whom God shows us the way; a Moon who guides us

towards God;
' God's Secret,3 the fortunate Pearl of the Ocean of Union, who is the

Pearl concealed in the shell of God's Knowledge ;               no

Beside his excellence, excellence lacks its excellency; beside his

bounty Ma'n2 is a withholder of benefits.
His enemy is a foe unto himself whom even his friends renounce; he

who obeys him is secure of himself and trusted by mankind.
In praise of the countenance of Him round whom the [Divine] Names

revolve I would sing psalms, were I granted permission by Him.
I continued to utter in praise of His Essencg jvhat God [Himself]

hath said, not the verse of * the poets whom the erring follow'3.
O Vice-gerent [Khalifa] of the All-merciful, O Ark of Noah, be not

grieved because the Truth hath been weakened by violation [of

the Covenant].                                                                  115

In the Dispensation of Adam, Qdbil [Cain] cruelly and despitefully

shed his brother's blood without fault or sin [on his part].
In the Dispensation of Noah, when  Canaan4 broke his father's

Covenant, by the disgrace of a repudiated affiliation he was

drowned in the Sea of Shame.
In the Dispensation of Jacob, Joseph the faithful was imprisoned

in the bonds of servitude by the wiles of his brethren.
In the Dispensation of Moses from amongst the children of Israel

one was such as Aaron and another such as Qdrun6.
In the Dispensation of the Spirit of God [Jesus Christ] from amongst

son 'Abba's Efendf, also called Simtll&h (" God's Secret"), and after
his father's death 'Abdu'1-Bahd.

1  See the note on verse 92 above (p. 215, n. 4).

2  Ma*n ibn Zd'ida is proverbial for his courage, virtue and gene-
rosity.   For an account of him, see Zotenberg's Chromque de Tabari
(1874), vol. iv, pp. 373 et seqq.   This verse affords another instance of
echolalia (Ma'n, 7jidntt, md'tin).

3  Qur*dn, xxvi, 224, on account of which the whole S&ra is entitled
the " Chapter of the Poets."

4  According to Muhammadan tradition, he was a son or grandson of
Noah, who, on account of his unbelief, was not saved in the Ark, but
perished in the Flood.   See Qu^dn^ xi, 42, and commentary thereon.

6 See the note on verse 4 of this poem (p. 209, n. 2 supra}.